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VYA3BUMOCTHD 110 IIMTAHUIO DHIEMNUYHOI'O MAXCUPA
Tor malabaricus B 3AITA/THBIX I'ATAX (I/IH,[[I/I}I)1
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Tor malabaricus (Jerdon, 1849), IMPOKO U3BECTHBIN KaK MajlabapCKUil MaXCUpP, CYUUTAETCS HAXOMSIIIUMCST
IT0/1 YTPO30ii NCYE3HOBEHUS BUIOM KapITOBBIX U SHIEMUKOM B 3amanHbix [atax B Uamuu. 1715 BRIABICHUS
CIIEKTpa MUTaHMS BUAa ucciaenoBaHo 208 ocobeil, coopaHHbIX B p. Yanakyau, ¢ ooieit mmmHoi 160—530 MM 1
Maccoii Tesa 71—1515 1. AHaImM3 comep:KMMOro KMIIIeYHNKA moKa3ai, 9to 1. malabaricus, B OCHOBHOM, BCe-
SIIEeH, HO OTAAET MPEAToYTeHUE JOHHON MUILEe, IIaBHBIM 00pa3oM AeTpuTy (32.13%) u pacTUTEIbHBIM Ya-
ctunaM (22.96%) B TedeHue moutu Beero roga. OmMHaKO B IepHoa HepecTa (MI0Ib—HOS0pb) B pallMOHE MaX-
cupa 1npeo06JiaaroT HaceKOMbIe, paKooOpa3HbIe, MOJUTIOCKH Y HEMATOAbl. 3HAYEHMSI TAaCTPOCOMATUYECKO-
ro uHaekca (I'CH) 1 MHTEeHCMBHOCTM NUTAHUS II0Ka3aJi, 9YTO KOPMOBasi aKTUBHOCTL 1. malabaricus
3HAYMTEIbHO CHUXKAETCS B TIepuos HepecTta. Pe3ynbTaThl McceqoBaHUS AA0T HEOOXOIUMYIO 6a30BYIO UH-
dopmanmio o rmtanun 1. malabaricus B mukoi npupomne mist 3¢GOEKTUBHOTO YIIPaBISHUS U COXPAaHCHMS
BHUA, a TAK3Ke MPEICTaBIeHEe O €I'0 BO3MOXHOM BBITECHEHUU U3 €CTECTBEHHOM Cpelibl OOMTaHUSI B PE3YJib-
Tare MUIIeBOM KOHKYPEHIINH.
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Abstract— 7or malabaricus (Jerdon, 1849) commonly known as Malabar mahseer, is an endangered cyprinid
endemic to Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot of India. For a better understanding of their feeding ecology,
a study was conducted on 208 specimens collected from Chalakudy river with a total length ranging from 160—
530 mm and total body weight of 71—1515 g. Gut content analysis revealed that 7. malabaricus is primarily
omnivorous, relying on benthic diet, preferably detritus (32.13%) and plant materials (22.96%) mostly
throughout the year. However, during the spawning season (July—November), a greater preponderance of in-
sects, crustaceans, molluscs, and nematodes was observed in their diet. The results of gastrosomatic index
(GaSI) and feeding intensity indicated that feeding activity of 7. malabaricus is considerably reduced during
the spawning period. Results not only provide necessary baseline information about the feeding ecology of
T. malabaricus in the wild for effectively managing and conserving the species but also provides an insight on
its vulnerability for being displaced from its natural habitat due to the pressure from competition for food.
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! Monustii Texct craten OonyOJIMKOBaH B aHIJIMIICKOI Bepcuu xypHaina Inland Water Biology, 2022, Vol. 15, No. 2 u 1ocTyneH Ha caii-
Te 10 cchlIKe https://www.springer.com/journal/12212.
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