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BriepBbie B cepuu O1OJATOBpEMEHHBIX TaOHOMUYECKUX IKCIIEpUMEHTOB (1—5 JIeT) rmoka3aHo ocaxaeHue
Xeyesa npu (popMupoBaHUU (POCCUIUI MITKOTEIBIX KMBOTHBIX. [10 COBOKYITHOCTH U3MEpPEHUIT MOXHO
3aKJIIOUUTh, UTO OCAXKICHUE XKeJle3a He sIBJIsieTCsl (paKTOpOM KOHCEePBALlMM OCTATKOB MSITKOTEJIbIX XKUBOT-
HBIX, a CaMa MUPUTU3ALUS SIBJISIETCS CJIEACTBUEM XMMUUIECKUX IIPOLIECCOB B 3KeJIe30COAEPKALIIMX OCaAKaX.
OTH peakluy 3ayCKalOTCsI Pa3IoXKeHUEM OPraHUKU U COTPOBOXKAAIOTCSI pa3pylIeHMEM MUHEPAJIOB 1 Ha-
CBIILIEHMEM XUIKOM Cpeibl paCTBOPEHHBIM Xejie30M. He 3KCKITI03UBHBIN, OOBIYHBIN XapaKTep 3TUX peak-
LIMI1 B OcagKax OOBSICHSIET MOBCEMECTHOE PacHpoOCTpaHEHUE MUPUTU30BAHHBIX (POCCUIUIT MSITKOTEJIBIX
opraHusMoB. JIaHHOe 0ObSICHEHUE COCTABJISIET aJIbTEPHATUBY TOCHOACTBYIOIEH TOUKE 3peHUS] HA TUPUTU-
3aLIMI0: XKeJIe30 CIYKUT OCHOBHBIM KOHCEPBMPYIOIIUM areHTOM, a MMUPUTU3ALMSI IPOTEKAET C yYaCTUEM
cylb(aTpeAYKTOPOB, YCKOPSIOIINX OCAXKIECHUE XeJle3a Ha OpraHMYeCcKOl MaTpulie.

Karoueesnie caosa: Ta(I)OHOMI/I‘ICCKI/Ie OKCIICPUMECHTHI, (1)OCCI/U[I/II/I MATKOTECJIBIX )KUBOTHBIX, IMMUPUTU3ALINA,

KeJie30cofepKaliie ocagku
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B nocnenHee necsatuieTrve oqHOMU U3 BEAYLIUX TEM
B MAaJICOHTOJIOTUU SIBJISIETCSl MccaeaoBaHue (occu-
JIM3UPOBAHHBIX OCTAaTKOB MSITKOTEJBIX >KMBOTHBIX
(T.e. HE MMEIIIUX MMHEPATU30BaHHBIX CTPYKTYD)
[1]. TemaTuku, cBSI3aHHBIE C (POCCHITUSIMU MSITKOTE-
JIBIX, TIOMOTAIOT MOJIHEEe MPEACTaBUTh PAHHIOI 3BO-
JIIOLMIO XKUBOTHBIX, AaTh O00Jiee HaAEKHbIE KaTuopo-
BOUHBIE TOYKHW [IJISi PEKOHCTPYKIIMI (DUIOTeHE30B.
ITpu sTOM cam mporecc 00pa3zoBaHUs TaKUX (HOCCU-
JIMA TIoOKa ocTaeTcsl 3araikoil. Beap ux ocraTku
JIOJIKHBI OBICTPO MCYE3HYTh B pe3yjbTaTe aKTUBHO-
CTU BE3JeCYIIMX OaKTepUalIbHbIX IECTPYKTOPOB: TEO-
peTuYecKu OTMeplIne MSTKOTesble 3(heMepHbl IS
reoJIOrMYecKoro Mmaciitaba BpeMeHU. JApKuM Ipu-
MEPOM PeaibHOCTU KOHCEePBAllUU TaKUX 2(peMepHBIX
OCTaTKOB SIBJISIIOTCST (POCCUIINU MEly3, COXPAaHUBIIIN -
ecsl B BUJE OPraHOMUHEPAJIbHBIX MOPTPETOB WU
KapOOHATHBIX TIJIEHOK, a HE OTIeYaTKOB B ocaake [2].
B cBs131u ¢ mpobnemoii poccrmm3aiy BBIIBUHYT Psi,
TUMOTE3, KAK MOTYT COXPaHSIThCS MSATKUME aHATOMU-
YecKHe 4acTU. DTHU TUIIOTE3hl OTpaxKaloT pa3HoOOpa-
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3M€ U OCOOEHHOCTH THUIIOB COXPAaHHOCTU MSITKOTE-
JIBIX B KaXKJIOM KOHKPETHOM Jlarepuirerre (MecToHa-
XOXIEHUU MCKOMAaeMBIX C BBICOKON CTENEHBIO
COXPAaHHOCTU M CKEJIETHBIX, U MSTKOTEJbIX OCTaT-
KOB), OJTHAKO MaJlo [IOMOTaoT MPeICTaBUTh CaM IPO-
IlecC KOHCepBalluM M MUHepaiau3aluu. Bemymieit B
5TOM CMBICJIC TUTIOTE30M SBJISIETCST OCAXKICHUE XKeJle-
3a Ha OpraHMYECKUX TKaHSIX MPU YYaCTUU Cyabdart-
penykTopoB. [laHHas ruriore3a 6a3upyeTcs Ha OUeHb
BBICOKOI BCTPEYaeMOCTH MUPUTU3UPOBAHHBIX (hOC-
CUJIWI MSITKOTEJIBIX CPEIU APYTUX TUIIOB UX COXpaH-
HocTH [3]. A cynbdaT-peayKTophl JOTUIECKHU TOIIOJI-
HSIOT TaHHOE HAOJIIoIeHNE, TaK KaK MOTYT YCKOPSITh
MPOLIECC OCAXKICHUS Kejle3a Ha OpraHnYecKoil Mat-
putte. OcTaeTcs HeSICHO, KaK cpabaThIBaeT Kejie30 B
X0JIe KOHCEePBAIIMU MITKOTEJIBIX OCTATKOB.

Hawmu 6pl1a mocTaBiieHa cepust JOJTOBPEMEHHBIX
aKcnepuMeHToB (1—5 sieT) mo doccunmzanmu Msr-
KOTEJIbIX KMBOTHEIX, B KOTOPOIi, B YACTHOCTH, MC-
clienoBajach pojb keesa. JuzaiiH 3KCIIepUMEHTOB
ObLI cieayouM. B BeIcOKMe MpoOUpPKU HalUBajlach
CyCIeH3MsI MUHEPAJILHOIO OCajgKa B HECTePUJIHLHOM
Boje (MOPCKOI WX IJ1sI MOHTMOPWJIJIOHUTA — IIPEC-
HOI1), B KOTOPOI1 ObLIU MepeMelllaHbl MePTBbIE pauyKU
Hayrumu Artemia salina. CycnieH3us ocenana, 1 ga-
Jiee B TeUEHME 3aJaHHOIO BPEMEHM MPOOMPKU Xpa-
HUJIMCH MPU KOMHATHOI TemmepaType, B TEMHOTE,
0e3 OBMKEHUSI, 3aKPHIThIe OMHUM CJIOEM ITapaHO-
BO# mIeHKH. Takoi 1n3aifH UMUTHUPOBAJT OCaXKICHIE



30 HAMMAPK, BOEBA

MEJIKMX OCTaTKOB B OCaJKe B pe3yJIbTaTe KaTacTpO-
¢urUecKoro 3axXOpoHEeHUsI (UTO XapaKTepHO MIJisl
OOJIBIIMHCTBA JIATePIITETTOB); BBICOKAsl IPOOHMpKaA
CIIy>KMJIa MOJIEJIBIO 3aXOPOHEHUS B CTOJI0E OocamKa 1
BO/IIBI C ITOCTEMEHHOI oOKcureHn3auueii. JlaHHbIi 11-
3aifH Ioapa3yMeBaeT, YTO OCAIOK SIBJISIETCS aKTUB-
HBIM YYaCTHHMKOM IIpolecca ¢poccunnzanuu. B KoH-
1€ 3KCIIEpUMEHTa PErucTpUpPOBAIMCh CTENEHb CO-
XpPaHHOCTU OCTaTKOB HayIUIMEB II0 pa3paboTaHHOM
KOJMYECTBEHHOM IIKaje [4], a TakKe coiep:kaHue
XeJjieza 1 MOp@oJIoTUs €eTo 00pa30BaHU B TIOBEPX-
HOCTHBIX TKaHSIX OPTraHMYECKMX OCTaTKoB (Zeiss
EVO-50 c anammzaropoMm “INCA” Oxford 350), skc-
TYMUPOBAHHBIX U 3aT€éM OTMBITHIX B MSTUKPATHOM
cepuu JUCTUIISATA.

Jas1 n3ydeHUsl BIUSHUS XeJie3a ObLIM BhIOpaHBI
JIBa >KeJie30CcolIepXKalluX ocaika — MOHTMOPUJLIO-
HUT U IIaMO3UT (ComepsKaHue XeJie3a B Mac. % OKCcu-
OB COOTBETCTBEHHO: 1.96 m 37.12). Pe3ynbraThl cpaB-
HUBAJIUCh C aHAJOTMYHBIMU DKCIEpUMEHTaMu B
ocalike KIMHOXJIOpa — 3TO MUHEPAJI TPYMITbl XJI0PHU-
Ta, IO CTPYKTYpPE MOAOOHbBIN 111aMO3UTY, HO TOJIbKO C
6osee HU3KUM conepxkaHueM Fe (8.6%); Taxke mist
CpaBHEHUSI MPUBJIEKAIUCh JaHHbIE 3KCIIEPUMEHTOB
B OCajJiKax ¢ MEHbIIIUM coiepxkaHueM Fe: B KaoJMHU-
te (1.31%), B uckycctBeHHOM KpemHe3eme (0.1%), a
TakXe B MOpPCKOi Boze 6e3 ocanka (0%). Ilapaiienb-
HbIE OIIBIThI C TEMU K€ OcalKaMU 0e3 HayIlJIheB M03-
BOJISIJIU OTCJIEAUTh, KAKME U3 TTPOLIECCOB ObLIIM UHU-
LIMUPOBaHBI Pa3jaoXeHeM OPTraHUKH.

ITo cTereHn coOXpaHHOCTH PayKU U3 BCEX OCAIKOB
pasnuyaiuch OYeHb CUJIbHO. Psnm coxpaHHOCTM OT
caMoOIi BBICOKOIi (coxXpaHuJIach ooias hopMa, Impu-
CYTCTBYIOT BC€ KOHEYHOCTU C TOHKUMM JIETAISIMU UX
CTPOCHUS 1 KUIIIKA) K caMoli HU3KOI (popma pauka
HUCKaxeHa, KOHeUYHOCTel oiHa-1Be O€3 TOHKUX JeTa-
Jieii CTpoeHUsI WJIM KOHEUYHOCTU HE COXPaHSIIOTCS,
KUIIIKA MOXET COXPaHSIThCSI YaCTUUHO) ObLI ClIeyI0-
IIUM: MOHTMOPUWJUIOHUT, KAaOJWHUT, KPEMHE3EM,
IIaMO3UT, KJIMHOXJIOP, KOHTPOJIb 6e3 ocalKa B MOP-
ckoii Bone. MccienoBaHue 3JIeMEHTHOIO COCTaBa Ha
COM mokaszajo, 4To XKeJjie30 MOSIBUIIOCH JIUIIIb B TKa-
HSIX pauKOB U3 MOHTMOPWJIJIOHUTA U 11amo3uTa. Ot-
CIola MOXKHO 3aKJIIOUUTh, YTO TIPUCYTCTBUE XKeje3a B
OpraHMYEeCKUX OCTaTKaxX He KOPPEIUPOBAJIO C UX BbI-
COKOI COXpPaHHOCTBIO.

B mamo3ute M MOHTMOPWUIOHUTE Xejle30 He
TOJIBKO BXOJIMJIO B COCTaB TKaHeU, HO U 0CaXXIaloCh
B accollMalliy ¢ TIOBEPXHOCTHBIMU TKAHSIMU B BUIE
mukpocdep (puc. 16—r). Pasmep atux mukpochep
CWJIbHO BapbUpoBaJl. Tak Kak 6aKTepUu XapakTepu-
3YIOTCS OUYEHBb CTAOUJIBHBIM Pa3MePOM, TO MAJIOBEPO-
SITHO, UTO TaHHbIE MUKpOChEePhI SIBISUIUCH TUPUTH-
3UPOBAaHHBIMM OCTaTKaMu OakTepuii [5]. ZKeneszoco-
Jepxaie MUKpocdepbl 00HAPYKEHBI TOJILKO B 3TUX
JIIBYX OcalKaX, a B ClIy4a€ C MOHTMOPWILIOHUTOM —
TOJIBKO B CJIO€ C MOBBIIIEHHBIM COAEPKAHUEM KeJle-
3a, KOTOPBII BBITJISIAUT KaK SIPKOE KPAacHOE IMSATHO B
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CBETJIOM ocanke (puc. 1a), HO He HIKE 1 HE BBIIIIE
Hero. DT MUKpocdephl, CyAs IO TOYEYHOMY 3Jie-
MCHTHOMY aHajiu3y, COoIepXaT XejJe30 U Ccepy B
aTOMHOM cooTHoueHuu 1:3.5 n 1:2.6 B m1aMmo3ure u
MOHTMOPWJIJIOHUTE COOTBEeTCTBeHHO. [lo 3TOMY CcO-
OTHOIIIEHUIO OIIPEACISIIOTCS (OPMbI, IEpPEeXOTHEIC
K TIMPUTY, Y KOTOPOTO JaHHOE COOTHOIIIEHNE paB-
Ho 1:2.

OIBIT ¢ MOHTMOPWUIOHUTOM II03BOJISIET OYEHbBb
HarjasiAHO PEKOHCTPYMPOBATh IIPOIECCHI, ITIPOUCXO-
JUBIINE B Ocagke. DTOT BapMaHT OTINYAJICS OT ApPY-
rMX HU3KOM IUIOTHOCTBIO Ocamka (Ha IPOTSKECHUU
IISITU JIET 3KCIIEPUMEHTA OCaIO0K IIPEACTABIISIT COOOIA
HEMJIOTHBIN KOJUIOUH C TPagAUueHTOM IIJIOTHOCTH), a
TaK:Ke TOSIBJICHHUEM SIPKOro KpacHoro ciost. Kpac-
HBII CI0¥ TTOSIBUJICS Ha TISIThIN Mecsl SKCIepUMEH-
Ta, COXpaHsIsl CBOM XapaKTePHbBI 0OJIMK Ha MPOTSIKE -
HUU BCETO CPOKA, U JIMIIIb K YETBEPTOMY IOy IIPHU0O0-
pen 4yTh Oojiee OXPUCTHI OTTeHOK (puc. la).
KuciaoTHOCTh cpelibl, KaK ObLIO BBISIBJICHO C ITOMO-
IIbIO ITOCIOMHOTO OTOOpa Ipo0 B KOHIIE IKCIIEPHU-
MEHTAa, 3HAYMTEJIbHO OTKJIOHWJIACHh OT HA4YaJbHOTO
pH 7.0. B BepxHeii yactu ocanka pH okasainace 9.7,
Huxke — 10.47, B 1 cMm Haxg KpacHBIM ciioeM — 10.7, B
KpacHoM cioe — 9.63, 1 cM mox Hum — 10.9, B 2 cm
Hag nHoM — 10.95. TakuM o6pa3om, 0cagoK MOHTMO-
PWJJIOHUTA TIpUOOpeNT Pe3KO IIEJIOUYHYI0 PeaKIlInio,
KOTOpasi yBeIMYMBajach K HIDKHEM 9YaCTH; OOHAKO B
30HE KPAaCHOTIO CJIOSI 3apeTUCTPUPOBAH CKAYOK IO/ -
KHUCJIeHUs (3aMeTuM, 4To caBuru pH B pasamvHbIX
OKCIEPUMEHTAIBHBIX OCagKaX M B KOHTPOJSIX 0e3
pPaYKOB Pa3HATCS OYeHb CHJILHO U 3aBUCST, IO-BU-
JIVMMOMY, OT CAMUX OCAJIKOB).

HccnenoBanne ocagka MOHTMOPWJIJIOHWTA Ha
MMPOCBEUYMBAIOIIEM  3JIGKTPOHHOM  MMKPOCKOIE
(IT9M) 1 ¢ TTIOMOIIBIO CUHXPOHHOTO TEPMUYECKOTO
aHanm3a (CTA) BBISIBWIM CYIIECTBEHHOE pa3pyllie-
HUE CTPYKTYpbl MOHTMOPWJJIOHUTA C BhIIIeIa4rBa-
eM keje3a. Hy>KHO MOOUepKHYThb, UTO U B OIIBITE C
mamo3uToM CTA 1okasan nmpu3HaKW pa3pylIcHUs
CTPYKTYPHI C BbIllIeJIauMBaHUEM XKeJjle3a, TOTAa KakK B
napaJjuieIbHBIX KOHTPOJBHBIX 00pa3iax 6e3 opraHu-
YECKUX OCTAaTKOB TAKUX SIBJICHUIA HEe BBISIBICHO.

ITo COBOKYIHOCTM MWHEPAIOTrMYECKUX M XUMU-
YyeCKMX TpaHCcopMalii peKOHCTPYUPYIOTCS CIIeIy-
IOIIME XMMUUYECKME MTPOILIECChl B 0CaKE MOHTMOPIII-
JIoHuTa. Pa3noxeHue opraHMKU BHI3BaJIO OBLICTpOE
HcYepIlaHre KHCIOpoda, O YeM CBUIETEIbCTBOBAI
pEe3KUii CepoOBOIOPOAHEBIN 3anax. B BoccTaHOBUTEIb-
HBIX YCIOBUSIX MOHTMOPUWLJIOHUT TIPUOOPE 1IeJIoU-
HYI0O peaKIMIO, KOTopas YCKOpWia paspylleHue
MOHTMOpPWLIOHUTA. [1pu pa3pyiieHuu MOHTMOPIII-
JIOHUTa B pacTBOP BBIXOIWJIM MOHBI XKejie3a U KpeM-
HUSI, MX KOJMUYECTBA IIOCTEIICHHO HAapalldBaJIMCh.
HMonkl Xee3a MUTPUPOBAIIM BIOJb IpagueHTa pH u
KOHILIEHTPUPOBAJIVCh HA TPaHU1IE 30HbI OKUCJIEHUS B
dopme peppuruapura (Fe,O; - 2FeOOH - 4H,0, on
KpacHoro 1nBeta). DOeppUTUOPUT HEYCTONYUB U
ToM 490
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Puc. 1. [TpusHaku TpaHchoOpMalinu XKeJie3a B 9KCIIEpUMEHTaX ¢ 3aXOPOHEHUEeM HayIUIueB Artemia salina: a — o6 BU TIPO-
6upok (1.5 cM quameTp) ¢ MOHTMOPUJIJIOHHUTOM, CITpaBa IsSITh MECSILIEB, CJIEBa ISITh JIET; 3a MSITh JIET KOJUIOMIHBIM OCaIoK He-
MHOTO OCEeJI; OpaHXXeBbIe M TEMHBIE IISITHBIIIKY B TPOOMpPKaxX — 3TO HAYIUIMU; 6 — MUKpodoTorpadust HayIIusl U3 KpacHOTO
CJ1051 B MOHTMOPUJUIOHUTE (TSITh JIET 3aXOPOHEHUsI) TTOCJIe MITUKPATHON OTMBIBKY TUCTWIIMPOBAHHOM BOOI; HAYIUIUi1 BeCh
TIOKPBIT MEJIKUMU CBETIBIMU OKPYTIBIMU 00pazoBaHussMu (COM); B — yBeTMUeHHbIH (pparMeHT U3 (0), 00BeIeHHbII KpacHO
paMKOIi, ¢ XKeJe30-CepHbIMU MUKpocdepaMu pa3HOTro pa3Mepa; I — XKeJle30-cepHble MUKpochepbl pa3HOTO pa3Mepa Ha HayTl-

JINAX U3 OKCIIEPUMEHTA C IIaMO3UTOM.

6bICTpO OKHMCJIAETCA, OJHAKO B IIPUCYTCTBUU MOHOB
KPEMHUSI CTaOUIM3UPYETCSd M COXpaHSIET YyCTOWYU-
BOCTh CpaBHUTEJIbHO nojro [6]. Ero MemireHHoe
OKUCJIEHWE 10 Pa3JIMYHBIX TUAPOOKUCEN COMPOBOXK-
JAeTCsI BRICBOOOXKAeHEM HOHOB HY | uTo, oueBUIHO,
MOAKKUCIISIET CPeNly, a CAMU CYCIIEH3UM MPUOoOpeTatoT
OypoBaThlii OTTEHOK. IMEHHO MOATOMY B 30HE Kpac-
HOTO CJIOSl KUCJIOTHOCTh Oblla TMOHWXKEHA, a 1IBEeT
ciiost uamMeHuwicsi. OMHOBpeMEHHO B 30HE KPacHOTO
IAATHA, A€ KOHLUCHTpaluus Fe okazanace noBbIllIEH-
HOIM, OHO BCTYIAJIO B peakliivMio C cepoil, odbpasyro-
HIeiics TIpU pa3yIoKEeHUU OeJIKOBBIX MojieKya. B pe-
3yJibTaTe Ha OpPraHUYECKOM MaTpulie 11ja Kpucra-
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Juzanust Fe—S-cTpykTyp, KOTOpble Ha HadalbHBIX
3Tarax Mpolecca UMEIOT MOBBIIIEHHOE COAEpKaHUe
cepnl [7]. Takue CTpyKTYpbl B TAQOHOMUYECKUX IKC-
MeprUMEHTaX MOJYyYEHbI BIIEPBbIE.

OmucaHHBIM KOMIIJIEKC peakKlMii 3amycKaeTcs
MPUCYTCTBMEM B OCaJiKe pasJiaralolieiicss opraHuku;
ero JajbHEUIINI XO1 00eCIIeuBaeTCsl BBICOKM Ha-
YaJIbHBIM COJIEp>KaHUEM XKeJie3a BO BMEIatoIX MU-
HepaJjlaXx M ero XMMHYeCKOM J1a0MIbHOCTBRIO. J1s1 ero
TNPOTEKAaHMUs JOCTATOYHO ITPUCYTCTBUS JTIOOBIX OaK-
TepUii-I1eCTPYKTOPOB (HE 00s3aTeNIbHO CyJibhaT-pe-
JIYKTOPOB), CIIOCOOHBIX HACBHITUTH PAaCTBOP HM3KO-
MOJICKYJISIPHBIMU ~ OPraHUYEeCKMMM  BeIleCTBaMMU.
ToM 490
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IIpocToTa JaHHOTO KOMILUIEKCA peaKIMid IIpeanoa-
racT ero IIMPOKOEe PacHpoCTpaHEHHE B OCadKax,
MMEHHO 3TO 1 00eCIIECYMIO XPOHOJOTUYECKI U Ie0-
rpapUUecKy CIUIOLUIHOE PACIpOCTpaHEHUEe TTUPUTU-
3UPOBAHHBIX (OCCUTINIT MSATKOTENIbIX OPraHU3MOB.
I1pu 5TOM BaxkHO, YTO OCaXKIECHME XKeJle3a Ha 3aX0p0-
HEHHBIX TeJlaX He SBIISIETCS KIIOUEeBBIM (haKTOpoM
KOHCEpBaIllM1 OPraHUYECKMX OCTATKOB (KaK B clIydae
IIaMO3M1Ta), a TOBOPUT JIUIIb O TOBCEMECTHOM pac-
MMPOCTPAaHEHUN OCAIKOB C BBICOKMM COIEpXXKaHUEM
xkenesa. [1o pesynbrataM HalllMX SKCIIEPUMEHTOB, a
MMEHHO KOPPEJISILIIMI 3JIEMEHTHOTO COCTaBa TeJl pad-
KOB CO CTEIEHbIO UX COXPAHHOCTH, MbI MOXEM 3a-
KJIIOYUTH, 4TO He XeJie30, a ckopee, MoHbI Al 1 Si gB-
JISTIOTCS TIEPBBIMU KaHAUAATaMU Ha POJIb KOHCEPBU-
pylomux areHToB. XKeje30 Xe, OBICTPO pearupys c
OpPraHUKOM, OyIeT JINIIb MUHEPAJIOTUISCKHU U TTOPT-
PETHO aKIIeHTUPOBATh (DOCCUIIMU MITKOTEIBIX.
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THE ROLE OF IRON IN THE FORMATION OF SOFT-BODIED FOSSILS:
RESULTS OF LONG-TERM EXPERIMENTS
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For the first time in a series of long-term taphonomic experiments (1—5 years), iron deposition in the forma-
tion of soft-bodied fossils was shown. Based on the ensemble of various controlled characteristics of the ex-
perimental system, we concluded that deposition of iron does not favor preservation of soft-bodied animal
residues, and pyritization itself is a consequence of chemical processes in iron-containing sediments. These
chemical reactions are triggered by the decomposition of organic matter and are accompanied by the destruc-
tion of minerals and saturation of the liquid medium with dissolved iron. The non-exclusive, common nature
of these reactions in sediments explains the ubiquity of pyritized fossils of soft-bodied organisms. Such expla-
nation represents an alternative to the prevailing view on pyritization: iron serves as the main agent of preser-
vation and pyritization takes place with the participation of sulfate reducers which accelerate the deposition

of iron on the organic matrix.

Keywords: taphonomic experiments, soft-bodied animal residues, pyritization, iron-containing sediments
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