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[TpoaHaiM3MpoBaH BUAOBOM COCTaB U CTPYKTypa JOHHBIX COOOIIECTB C MpeodIagaHueM IBYCTBOPUYATHIX
MOJUTIOCKOB pona Portlandia, mmpoko pacrpocTpaHeHHBIX Ha 1eibde Poccuiickoit ApkTuku. Mojeky-
JISIPHO-TEHETUYECKUI1 aHaIU3 MOATBEPAUI CaMOCTOsITeIbHOCTb BUIOB Portlandia aestuariorum u P. arctica
U TTOoKa3aJl, 4To Bce 00pasiibl P. arctica N3 pa3HbIX peTHOHOB MTPUHALIEKAT K OHOMY BUIY HE3aBUCUMO OT
Mopdoiiornueckux Bapuanuii. Onvcano 10 pas3aMyHbIX BapMaHTOB OEHTOCHBIX cooOlecTB u3 benoro,
Kapckoro, JlantreBoix 1 BoctouHo-Cubupckoro Mopeii, B KOTOpHIX P. aestuariorum i P. arctica urpaiot no-
MUHUpYIOLILYIO poJib. Jisi BUunoB Portlandia He BBISIBIICHO CTAOMJIBHBIX COMYTCTBYIOIIMX BUIOBBIX KOM-
rtekcoB. Coo0lecTBa MPaKTUYECKKU He UMEIOT OOIIMX BUIAOB, X COCTAB U CTPYKTYPa OTIPENEIISTIOTCS IO -
GOpPOM BUIIOB CO CXOIHBIMU 3KOJIOTUYECKMMU MPEATIOYTEHUSIMU U3 COCTaBa JIOKAIbHOI hayHbl. Paznnuust
COOOIIIECTB OMPENeIAIOTC KaK reorpadnyecKuMHM, TaK U 9KOJOTUUESCKUMU TPUYMHAMU.
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OIHUM U3 IIMPOKO PACIIPOCTPAHEHHBIX U TPaavi-
LIMOHHBIX TIOJXOIOB BBIAEIEHUSI COOOIIECTB Opra-
HU3MOB SIBIISIETCS OOBEOMHEHME OMUCAHW (CTaH-
1it) 1Mo goMuHupylonemy Buny [1]. Bce onmmcanms ¢
OOHUM U TeM Xe& JOMUHAHTOM CUYUTAIOTCS OTHOCSI-
IIMMHCSI K OOHOMY COOOIIeCTBY. B ciryyae BUIOB C
IIUPOKUM PACIIPOCTPAHEHUEM 3TOT MOAXOHA MOXKET
MPUBOAUTh K OOBEAWHECHUIO acCOLMAlIMii BUIOB,
pa3IMYHBIX IO BUIOBOMY COCTaBY U IIPOMCXOXKIIE-
HUI0. B TO ke BpeMs1 aHaJIu3 COCTaBa U CTPYKTYPHI
COOOIIECTB C OMHUM U TE€M K€ TOMUHAHTOM CITYXKUT
XOPOIIMM OOBEKTOM Il M3YYEHUsS IIPOOIEMBI CO-
MPSDKEHHOCTU BUAOB B JOHHBIX COOOIIECTBAX U
OLIEHKHU POJIM MEXXBUAOBBIX B3aMMOAEHCTBUI B Opra-
HU3aL1K1 OeHTOCA.

I1peobnagarommit mo GrmomMacce BUI MOXKET BBHI-
CTyIaTh B Ka4eCTBe BUIa-3audUKaTopa, TpaHchop-
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MUPYIOIIIETo cpeny oOuTaHUsl JJis COIMyTCTBYIOIIUX
BUJOB, OJHAKO 3TO MPOUCXOAUT JaJIeKO He BCerna u
He BO Bcex cooblecTBax. Bonmpoc o creneHu comnpsi-
JKEHHOCTH BUAOB U O PETYIMPYIOIIEH POJIU BUIA-T0-
MUHAHTa cJIabo M3ydeH IS COOOIIeCcTB MH(MayHBI
[2]. UccnenoBaHue reorpauuecku yaaaeHHBIX CO-
OOIIIECTB C OAHUM M TEM XK€ JOMUHAHTOM MO3BOJISIET
OLIEHUTb €ro poJib B KauyecTBe 3nuU(pUKATOpa U Bbl-
SIBUTh HaOOP COTIPSIKEHHBIX BUIOB, €CJIM TaKUe Cy-
1LIECTBYIOT.

Coo06IecTBa ¢ JOMUHUPOBAHUEM IBYCTBOPYATO-
ro moyutiocka Portlandia arctica MOTYT CITyXKATH XOPO-
MM OOBEKTOM IJISI KOJIMYECTBEHHOM OLICHKM T'e0-
rpapuUecKuX pasIudvii B OTHOTHUITHBIX COOOIIE-
CTBaXx M aHaliu3a CBSA3W MEXAY AOMUHUPYIOIIAM
BUJIOM U €TO OKPYKEHHUEM.

P. arctica iMeeT LMPKYMapKTUYECKOE paclpo-
CTpaHeHMe, OHa OObIYHA BO BCEX MOPSIX apKTUYECKO-
ro uejgbda EBpa3zun u yacto BBICTYNAET B POJIU J10-
MUHUPYIOIIETO BUAA B COOOIIECTBAX MJIMCTBIX TPYH-
ToB [3—7, 11].

MatepuanaoM sl aHaJIM3a TOCIYXUJIN KOoJIude-
CTBEHHbIE THOYEpIaTeIbHbIe COOPHI SKCITEANLINI Ha
cynax MO PAH “Akanemuk Mctucnas Kennpninr” n
“ITpodeccop ITokman” u3 Kapckoro, JIanteBbix 1
Bocrouno-Cubupckoro Mopeii, u cobopsl beiomop-
cKoM mpuopexxHo-Mopckoit skcrrenuumu 1O PAH B
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Puc. 1. KapTta cTaHIuii 1 BApUaHTbI COOOIIECTB MOPTIAHANN B aPKTUUECKUX MOPSIX.

coTpynHndectBe ¢ bemomopckoii OwmocTraHLIMEH
MTI'Y u3 benoro mopst (2007—2017 rr.). B aHanu3
BKJIIOUEHBI JaHHbIE 00 OOMIMM MakKpoOeHToca s
61 craHIIMM, HAa KOTOPBIX BUABI pOAa TOPTIAHIHUS
BXOAWJIM B YMCJIO JOMUHUPYIOIINX UJIU XapaKTEPHBIX

(puc. 1).

TakcoHoMmuueckuii coctaB poaa Portlandia no cux
MOP CIYXXUT IIPeIMETOM AUCKyccuili. Mopdoioruue-
CKast IBMEHYMBOCTh PAKOBUH MOPTIAHANN B Pa3HBIX
YacTSIxX apeajia IpUBeja K BBIICJICHUIO OOJIBIIOTO
quciia Mopdonorndeckux (GopM pa3sHOro TaKCOHO-
muyeckoro panra [4]. Ilpexme yem pemars 3amady o
COCTaBe M CTPYKTYpPE OTHOTHUITHBIX COOOIIECTB Ha
MPOTSKEHHOM reorpaduieckoM IpagueHTe, CIea0-
BaJIo yOeIUTHCS B TOM, YTO BO BCEX CITyYasX JOMUHU-
pyroias opmMa OTHOCUTCS K OMHOMY Y TOMY K€ BULY.

st o6onx MmopdoBunos noptinanauii (P. aestua-
riorum, 10 obpasuos, actyapuu O6u, Enuces u Xa-
TaHTUu, U P. arctica, OTHECEHHBIX K TPEM BapbeTeTaM:
var. typica, var. portlandica, var. siliqua, — 12 o06pa31ioB
u3 Kapckoro, JlanteBbix, beiaoro n BoctrouHo-Cu-
OUpcKOoro Mopeit) ObLI MTPOBEAEH aHaIU3 TTOCIeIoBa-
TeJIBHOCTEN yuyacTKa MUTOXOHApHuaibHoro reHa COI.
st cpaBHEHUsI MCTIOJIb30BAJIM TaHHBIE, OMyOIUKO-
BaHHbIe B 0a3e naHHbIXx BOLD [8], o Mostockax u3
Kananckoit Apktuku (P. arctica, Yoldia hyperborea).
Pesynbrarbl  (OUIOTEHETUUYECKON PEKOHCTPYKIIMU
(RAXML, 1000 bootstrap [9]) roBopsIT 0 A1MBEpTeH-
UM IBYX BUAOB HE3aBUCHUMO OT reorpahuyecKoro
MOoJIOXKEeHUST 00pa3oB. CpeaHe 3BOJIOLMOHHBIE TN~
cranumu [10] mexny mopdosugamu (0.089 £ 0.0160,
M =+ S.E.) 3amMeTHO IpeBbIIIAIN BHYTPUTPYIITIIOBbIC
nuctanuuu (P. aestuariorum — 0.001 + 0.0008, P. arc-
tica —0.007 = 0.002). M3 yero MOXKHO cAejIaTh BEIBO,
YTO BbIJICJICHHAs IEpBOHAYAIbHO B CTaTyce IIOABHUA,
a 3aTeM TIiepeBeleHHass B paHr Buga ¢opma
P. aestuariorum Mosevich, 1924 aBisieTcst cCaMOCTOSI-
TeabHBIM BUIOM. Bece o0pas3ner mopdosuna P. arctica
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W3 pa3sHBLIX PETMOHOB, B TOM 4nciie n 13 KaHagckoit
ApPKTHUKU TIpUHAIJIeXAT K OOJHOMY BUIY HE3aBUCUMO
OT XapaKTePHBIX IJII HUX MOP(POJIOrMIEeCKUX Bapu-
aluid.

AHaJIN3 CTPYKTYPHI COOOIECTB (CXOACTBO BUIO-
BOTO COCTaBa, CXOICTBO CTPYKTYPHI BBIOOPOK 10 CO-
OTHOIIICHUSIM BUIOB, COCTaB JOMUHUPYIOIICH TpyII-
MbI) TTO3BOJISIET Pa3deIMTh BCIO HAIy BHIOOPKY Ha
HECKOJIBKO CaMOCTOSITeJIbHBIX KOMIUIEKCOB. OTdeT-
JIMBO OTAESIIOTCSI BCE CTAaHIIUU C JTOMUHUPOBAHUEM
Portlandia aestuariorum. Coob1iecTBa ¢ TOMUHUPO-
BaHMEM 3TOTO BHMIA OIMCAHBI Ha HAIlleM MaTepuaje
M3 ONPECHEHHBIX paitoHOB 3ctyapueB JleHsl U EHu-
ces TIpH cosieHocTH 18—26 e.11.¢. B X cocTaBe mpeoo-
JIaTaloT BUIBI COJIOHOBATOBOMHOTO KOMJIEKCa, TaK1e
Kak Marenzelleria arctia n Mesidotea sabini B acTya-
puu Exuces, Prionospio cirrifera B IpryCTbeBOM paii-
oHe p. Jlena (ta6a. 1). CoctaB M CTpyKTypa CO00-
1mectB P. aestuariorum B IByX UCCIAEAOBAaHHBIX paiio-
HaX CWJIBHO pa3jMJaloTcs, XOTSI WX OOBeTWHSET
HM3KO0e BuaoBoe borarctBo (tadia. 1). M3 pykoBomns-
IIIUX BUAOB TOJILKO Mesidotea sibirica TpuCyTCTBYET B
oboux paifoHax.

CoobmecTBa ¢ nomuHupoBanueM Portlandia arc-
tica IpeCTaBJIeHBI B HallleM MaTepuae coopamMu 13
IByX paitoHOB bemoro mops, nByx paitonoB Kapckoro
Mopsi, u3 Mopst JlanteBoix U u3 BoctouHo-Cubupcko-
ro Mops. Bce uccinegoBanHbie coob1iecTBa GOpMUPY-
FOTCS B JOCTATOYHO IIIMPOKOM JMAara3oHe TeMIiepaTy-
poI (ot +5 10 —1.5°C) u conenoctu (24—34 e.n.c.), Ha
MSITKUX WJIMCTBIX TPYHTAX B Ayara3oHe DIyouH ot 10
mo 140 m. Tem He MeHee, clieoyeT 3aMeTUTh, YTO
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO M3 HUX OOUTAIOT B YCJIOBUSIX MOHU-
KEHHOM COJEHOCTH M Ha HEOONBIINX TIIyOWHAX, U
TOJIBKO HEMHOTHE BapMaHTHI (POPMHUPYIOTCS B TIIy0O-
Kux (1o 150 M) KOTJIOBUHAX 3aJIMBOB BOCTOYHOTO MO-
6epexbss HoBoit 3emiu ¢ Beicokoii (34.5 e.m.c.) cone-
HocThio. Ha Harrtem MaTtepnasie BoIenasieTcs 8 OCHOB-
2020
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Tab6auna 1. Xapakrepuctuku coobiectsB Portlandia arctica B pa3HbIX palioHax

Yucno BUIOB
Pajion I'1y6una, N, ok32| B, /a2 —— HOMI/II—{I/IpyIOLL[I/II/I
M BCETO 5~ | ES(100) BUIOBOI KOMILIIEKC
0.1m

Enuceiickuii 3anus, 13—14 2388 14 23 17 9 Marenzelleria arctia,

OIpPEeCHEHHast YacTh Portlandia aestuariorum,

(Kapckoe mope) Mesidotea sabini

IMpunensroBbIii paitoH 10—12 872 30 27 17 9 Portlandia aestuariorum,

p. JIeHa, onpecHeHHast Prionospio cirrifera

yacTb (Mope JlanTeBbIx)

IMpomuB Benukast Canma, | 69—133 1949 106 75 29 15 Portlandia arctica, Galathowe-

Kannanakiickuii 3a1uB nia oculata, Aricidea nolani,

(Benoe mope) Scoloplos sp., Pectinaria hyper-
borea, Maldane sarsi, Nucu-
lana pernula

TTonyuzonupoBaHHast 11-31 1117 25 38 12 8 Portlandia arctica, Prionospio

o0eTHeHHas JlaryHa cirrifera, Aricidea nolani

bao6re mope (benoe mope)

O0ckast ryda, MopcKast 15-21 1196 17 32 20 12 Portlandia arctica, Trocho-

qacth (Kapckoe mope) chaeta carica, Micronephthys
minuta, Terebellides stroemii,
Cossura spp.

Enuceiickuii 3ay11B 1 30-53 1086 58 69 36 15 Portlandia arctica, Mesidotea

EHucelickoe MeIKOBOIbE sabini, Cirratulidae gen. sp.,

(Kapckoe mope) Pectinaria hyperborea, Micro-
nephthys minuta, Pandora gla-
cialis, Macoma calcarea

BHyTpeHHs1s1 yacThb 3au- | 56—138 1393 55 56 22 14 Ennucula tenuis, Portlandia

BOB apxuriesiara HoBast arctica, Scoletoma fragilis,

3emitsa (Kapckoe Mope) Mendicula ferruginosa, Cirrat-
ulidae gen. sp.

3aIMBLI apxuIieiara 21-109 402 22 13 8 7 Portlandia arctica

Hosag 3emrst, Tepmu-

HajbHbIe cTaHuM (Kap-

CKOe Mope)

[TpuGpexkHbIC paiioHbI 17-32 2937 81 72 36 17 Portlandia arctica, Mesidotea

JlanrreBBIX 1 BocTOYHO- sabini, Artacama proboscidea,

Cubupckoro Mopeit Cirratulidae gen. sp., Praxil-
lella praetermissa, Aglaopha-
mus malmgremi, Thyasira
gouldi, Lyonsia arenosa

BocrouHo-Cubupckoe 13—50 1024 45 68 19 9 Portlandia arctica, Mesi-

MOpe, OCHOBHasI 4YacTb dotea sabini

ITpumeuanue. N — Yucino ocobeit, B — omomacca, ES(100) — unciao BumoB Ha 100 ocobeiit.

HBIX KOMIUIEKCOB, pa3IdYyalolInXcs CTPYKTYPHBIMU
XapaKTepUCTUKAMU U HabopaMu PYKOBOISIINX BU-
JnoB (Ta6a. 1). B ux BUIOBOM cocTaBe MpaKTUUYECKU
HeT o0IIMX BUOOB, U3 250 HaliiecHHBIX HAMU BUIOB
JIlIb HecKoJibKo (MeHee 10) (Micronephthys minuta,
Terebellides stroemii, Macoma calcarea, Cirratulidae
gen. sp., Cossura spp.) OTMeUYeHbI BO BCeX pailoHax,
HO JaJieKo He Bcerga — B COCTaBE€ PYKOBOMSIIETO

JOOKJIAIBI POCCUMCKOM AKATEMUU HAYK. HAVKU O 3EMIJIE

KoMmIuiekca. Pa3nuuusi B BUIOBOM cCOCTaBe COOO-
IIECTB M3 Pa3HBIX MOpPEil M paliloOHOB MOPS OTIpEIeIsT-
I0TCSI KaK reorpau4ecKMMU, TaK U 9KOJOTMYSCKU-
mu nipuunHamu. Psan sunos (Golfingia margaritacea,
Ophiopleura borealis, Yoldiella lenticula, Mendicula
ferruginosa, Yoldiella solidula, Bathyarca glacialis) xa-
pakTepHbI TOJBKO IS TJTyOOKOBOAHBIX BapUaHTOB
COO00IIIeCTBa, OIMMCAHHBIX W3 3aJIMBOB apxwuIrejara
ToM 493
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HoBag 3emnsa. B paifoHax ¢ IMTOHIMKEHHOI COJIEHO-
CThIO B COCTaB coob1iecTBa P. arctica BXOTUT psif Me-
30oraJiMHHbIX BUNOB (Trochochaeta carica, Aulodrilus
pluriseta, Halicryptus spinulosus, Aulodrilus pigueti,
Marenzelleria arctia), 9acTb U3 HUX BCTpEUYaeTCs TaK-
Ke U B cocTaBe coobliectB Portlandia aestuariorum.

I'eorpacduyeckue pa3TmIms B COCTaBe COOOIIECTB
MPOSIBJISIIOTCSI HE MeHee OTYeTInBO. B cooblecTBax
benoro Mopsi mpoucxoauT obemHEHME cocTaBa 3a
CYET BBIMAACHUS Psda apKTUIECKUX HopM, IITMPOKO
pacnpocTpaHEHHBIX B OCTAJILHBIX MOPSIX — Bathyarca
glacialis, Mendicula ferruginosa, Mesidotea sabini,
Ophiocten sericeum, Ophiopleura borealis. Psan BunoB
XapaKTepeH TOJIBKO IS 3aMagHbIX BApUAaHTOB CO00-
11IeCTBa MOPTJIAaHANU U OTCYTCTBYET B BocTouHO-Cu-
oupckoM mope (Maldane sarsi, Scoletoma fragilis,
Pectinaria hyperborea, Aricidea nolani). B benoMm Mmope
B COCTaBe COOOIIECTB MOPTIAHAUY MHOTOUYMCIICHHBI
MEJIKOBOIHBIE OopeanbHbie BUALI ( Galathowenia ocu-
lata, Nuculana pernula, Yoldia hyperborea).

CTpyKTypHBIE XapaKTepUCTHUKI COOOIIIECTB C yJa-
ctreM P. arctica Takke OTJIMYAIOTCS OT paitoHa K paii-
oHy (Ta0J. 1). CpenHue 3HaueHUsI OMOMACCHI U YKC-
JICHHOCTH Pa3IMJaloTCs B pa3IMYHBIX BaplaHTaX CO-
0o0IIIeCTB B IBa—TpUW pas3a, BUIOBOE OOTraTcTBO —
BTpoe. Ilpu 3TOM Haubosiee HU3KOE pa3zHOOOpasue
(7—9 BunosB Ha 100 HaiimeHHBIX IK3EMILISIPOB) OTMe-
YeHO B KPaeBBIX COOOIIECTBAX — B ITOJYM30JUPOBAH-
HBIX U KYTOBBIX YaCTSIX 3aJIMBOB, a TAKXKe B HauboJiee
reorpaduyecKy U30JMPOBAHHOM BOCTOYHOM BapH-
aHTe coobmiectBa — B Bocrouno-Cubupckom mope
(Tabu. 1).

MpbI He BUIUM B COCTaBE COOOIIECTB IMTOPTIaHIUN
XapaKTEePHBIX BUAOB, KOTOPBIE ObUIN OBl TECHO CBSI-
3aHBbI 110 CBOEI BCTPEYaeMOCTH C 3TUMU MOJLIIOCKA-
MU U YHUKATbHBIX UMEHHO IS JAaHHBIX COOOIIECTB.
Hanpotus, cocraB cyOOOMHWHAHTOB OTJIMYAETCS B
KaXJIOM Mope M OuoTtore, GopMHUpYSICh U3 4YucCia
IIUPOKO PaCIpOCTPaHEHHBIX 3BpUOMOHTHBIX BUIOB,
pacIpoCTpaHEHHBIX B COCEIHUX COODIECTBAX.

Bce coobuiectBa MOpTIaHAMUA MPUYPOYEHBI K
ouoTonam, IMOSIBUBIINMCS B rojolieHe. Ha ke 1mo-
CJIEMHETO OJIeAeHEeHMsI palilOHbI COBPEMEHHOTO pac-
MIPOCTPAaHEHMsI COOOIIECTB IMOPTIaHAUN OBUIU IIO-
KpbITHI J1bI0M (benoe mope, 3anuBel apxunesara Ho-
Bass 3emJis) WJIM HaxOMWJIMCh BBHIIIE YPOBHS MOPS
(O0b-EHuceiickoe METKOBOALE, MEIKOBOIbSI MOpEA
Bocrouno-Cubupckoro u JlanteBrix). Habop Bumos
npu GOPMUPOBAHNM COODIIIECTBA B KAXKIOM ClIydae
OIpEeNeIsIIICS COCTABOM PETrMOHAIbHOM (hayHBI U JIO-
KaJIbHBIMU YCJIOBUSIMU OMOTOIIA.

CpaBHUTENILHBIN aHanm3 coobiecTB Portlandia
arctica M3 pa3HbIX PallOHOB APKTUKU U IIHMPOKOTO
CIIeKTpa OMOTOIIOB MOKAa3aJjl, YTO HaJIMIKUE MOCTOSH-
HOIO XapaKTepHOTO WJIM AOMWHUPYIOIIETO BHUIA
OCTaeTcsl ETMHCTBEHHOU 00I11Ieit yepToii, 00beAUHSI-
IOLIEH IPYIINMUPOBKU BUAOB, PAa3IMUHbIE IO TAKCOHO-
MHUYECKOMY COCTaBY U CTPYKType. Jlaxke Te HEMHOTHE

JOKJAIBI POCCUMICKOW AKAJTEMUU HAYK. HAYKHU O 3EMIJIE

BUIBI, KOTOPHIE BXOIST BO BCE MCCICTOBAaHHBIE KOM-
1iekcol P. arctica (oxono 10 BUOOB), OKa3bIBAIOTCS
SBpUOMOHTHBIMU BUJAMU LMPKYMapKTUUYECKOTO
pacIipocTpaHeHUs, XapaKTepHBIMHA IJIS 1IeJI0TO psina
cocenHux cooduect. Poinw Portlandia arctica B Kaue-
CTBe 3auduKaTopa, ONpeAcssiolero ooJauK cooo-
IIeCTBa W MOI0Op BUIOB, HE BBISBIISIETCSI, COCTaB N
CTPYKTypa COOOIIIEeCTB BO BceX OMoTOoIax GopMupy-
€TCsI ITOJ00POM BUIIOB CO CXOAHBIMU 3KOJIOTUYSCKU -
MU TIPEATTIOYTEHUSIMHA M3 COCTaBa JIOKAIbHOI (hayHBbI.

NCTOYHUKUN OUHAHCHUPOBAHUA

PaGora BbIIOJIHEHA TIPH MOIAEPKKE TOCYIAPCTBEHHO-
ro 3aganust Ne 0149—2019—0008 u PODU (mpoexTt No 18—
05—60053).
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PORTLANDIA-DOMINATED COMMUNITIES IN ARCTIC:
TAXONOMIC COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE
ALONG THE GEOGRAPHICAL GRADIENT

V. O. Mokievsky**, A. A. Udalov“, A. 1. Chava®, U. V. Simakova?, V. N. Kokarev®, and T. V. Neretina“
¢ P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russian Federation
b Faculty of Biosciences and Aquaculture, Nord University, 8049 Bodo, Norway
¢ M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, N.A. Pertzov The White Sea Biological Station, Moscow, Russian Federation
#E-mail: vadim@ocean.ru
Presented by Academician of the RAS M. V. Flint May 25, 2020

The species composition and structure of bottom communities with a predominance of bivalve mollusks of
the genus Portlandia, which are widespread on the shelf of the Russian Arctic, were analyzed. Molecular ge-
netic analysis confirmed that Portlandia aestuariorum and P. arctica are valid species; it had been shown that
all P. arctica tested from different regions belong to the same species regardless of morphological variations.
Ten different variants of benthic communities from the White, Kara, Laptev and East Siberian seas were de-
scribed, in which P. aestuariorum and P. arctica play a dominant role. No associated species complexes have
been identified for Portlandia spp. Communities practically do not have common species, their composition
and structure are determined by the selection of species with similar ecological preferences from the local fau-
na. Differences in communities are determined by both geographical and environmental factors.

Keywords: benthos, Arctic, communities, Portlandia
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